December 8, 2008

Governor Joe Manchin III

Governor’s Office
1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
Charleston, WV 25305

Dear Governor Manchin,

Over the past several years, the Christian community has become increasingly vocal in the biblical call of environmental stewardship and thereby more supportive of the implementation of alternative energy resources. The creation care movement within the Christian community has especially taken interest in southern West Virginia, more specifically in the multiple benefits that the Coal River Wind Project proposal for Coal River Mountain presents. This past November, over 25 representatives of various national Christian colleges and universities joined together for an educational tour to see the impact of mountaintop removal coal mining in southern West Virginia. Students learned of the alternative to the destruction of Coal River Mountain through the execution of the Coal River Wind Project and are currently voicing their support through action at their respective college and university campuses across the nation. 

A coalition between Restoring Eden and Christians for the Mountains has been formed under their shared national and local support of the Coal River Wind Project. We are dedicated to being ethical stewards of God's creation, especially in the communities of southern West Virginia.  The Coal River Wind Project pertains to our faith in several different ways:

· God calls us to sustain creation for future generations. (Psalm 8:6‑8)  By supporting this project, we could harness energy from God's glorious earth while keeping it in tact for future generations.  This project would allow for immediate, as well as future use.  God did not form creation solely for the current inhabitants, but for generations long before and after us.  

· God calls us to help those trapped in unjust systems.  (Proverbs 31:8‑9) God calls us to care about the rights of all people, especially those with a lack of options. We intend to follow these teachings and help bring more opportunities to all of God's children in southern West Virginia. By supporting this project, you would help create more economic potential. Ginseng could be harvested, sustainable forestry could be practiced, mountain tourism could prosper, not to mention that the wind farm would generate over ten times more county revenue than the mountaintop removal operation.  This project would give the residents of the Coal River Valley more and sustainable economic options as well as profits that would stay in the region.

· God calls us to protect what belongs to him. (Genesis 2:15‑17) Mountaintop Removal mining buries and poisons drinking water, diminishes health of nearby residents, increases flooding and devastates wildlife habitat.  We do not believe that this is what God had in mind when we were called to tend to the garden of life.  

This project is an excellent model for sustainable energy and will challenge and inspire others to follow in West Virginia’s footsteps. This is a great opportunity for you to act on your commitment to renewable energy for the improvement and diversification of the local economy and community. 
As Christians, we strongly support the Coal River Wind Project and we urge and pray that you do the same. 
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